[Embryologic and anatomo-surgical presuppositions in intraoperative injuries of the spleen. A clinical study].
Records related to 2559 patients submitted to main abdominal surgery have been reviewed. Accidental splenic injury and subsequent splenectomy occurred in 4.5% of cases. A study of the embryological development and anatomical patterns of the splenic peritoneum has been carried out as well as an analysis of the site and the shape of the capsular damage in order to assess the mechanism of injury. Avulsion of splenic capsule occurring from traction on the peritoneal attachment of the spleen appears to be the most common mechanism of injury. Previous surgery and geriatric age seem to be factors predisposing to splenic injury.